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11. Summary of the new findings of the thesis:

- The thesis has provided a systematic explanation of the modern Thai politics after the 1932 coup d'état until 2006, with the focus on the transformation of Thailand's political institution from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy and from a dictatorship to a democracy, as well as political turmoil around such transforming processes.

- The thesis has analysed roles of social strata during Thailand's political transformation with the emphasis on providing a systematic explanation and analysis of the origins and development of Thai businessmen, as well as the interaction between businessmen and politicians, between businessmen and other political forces, and between business and political activities.
- The thesis has proved that since taking part in politics, businessmen have contributed to the depression of Thailand’s electoral democracy and have been one of the main factors that led this democracy to instability.
12. Practical applicability, if any: The thesis will be used as a source of reference for research in international politics and regional studies.

13. Further research directions, if any:

- Crony capitalism and group interests in Thailand’s governments.
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